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Feb 1 - Words of Kindness Day 
Feb 2 - The Saint Wax Museum Presentation 
             Prayer Service 12:45 p.m. 
Feb 3 - Student Appreciation Day-Dress Down Day 
Feb 4 - Three Piggy Opera Rm#6 8:30 a.m., Rm#4  9:45 a.m. 
             Family Dinner 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
             Talent Show 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Feb 5 - Teacher Appreciation Day 
Feb 6 - Trivia Night, check-in 6:30 p.m. 

                   Tradition Reigns at St. Michael School 
 

2009 was a year of accomplishment and celebration for St. Michael School. After years of developing and planning new facilities, programs and 
equipment, this was the year all the hard work paid off. 
 

When construction was completed on the new multipurpose facility and updated commons, the space opened for students, staff and parishioners  
of St. Michael to use for sporting events, meetings and special occasions. The new facility was funded by donations of generous members of  
St. Michael parish and school. 
 

Donations also made possible the purchase of advanced technology-based equipment that benefits each 
student. The Interactive Distance Learning System (IDL) was up and running in 2009, allowing students 
and teachers to interact with people all around the world. Through Vanderbilt University, a holocaust 
survivor gave her personal account to the 8th grade history class and they were able to ask her questions. 
Seventh grade students “traveled” to the Ohio Historical Society for a lesson on U.S. government. The 
students took part in a game show-style presentation in which they tested their knowledge of 
government. On Veteran’s Day, students and visitors had the very unique experience of talking with 
soldiers in Iraq about everything from baseball and the weather, to politics and life in general. 
 

 In 2009, Sr. Pat McKee, who has been on staff at St. Michael for 30 years, returned to the classroom. 
For many alumni who attended St. Michael and now send their children to the school, having Sr. Pat 
back in the classroom is a treat. Alum, parent and current School Advisory Board President Beth Ryan 
says, “Sr. Pat has seen generations of families pass through St. Michael School. It’s a rare and unique 
experience for our children to be taught by someone that taught us.”   
 

When St. Michael community members reflect on the past year, they will certainly remember an 
assortment of accomplishments that have enriched the school, such as the opening of the preschool 
program with a full roster and a waiting list for 4 year olds. A new web site was launched. The World 
Language Program added French to its curriculum, and currently both Spanish and French are taught 
starting in preschool. A new pastor, Fr. Paul Burak and associate pastor, Fr. Mike Foley were graciously 
welcomed to the community. The second grade (now third grade) became the National Olympiad 
winners in Language Arts and Social Studies. 
 

And who could forget the varsity football team winning the Southside Catholic Conference 
Championship by one point? Their trophy is one of several from 2009, including the varsity cheerleaders 
who won the State Championship, along with two basketball conference championships and two soccer 
conference championships. 
 

Students, parents, staff members and parishioners are proud and excited to continue into 2010 with  
the growth and advancements that are becoming elements of the rich and long-standing history of  
St. Michael School. 

Bonjour, St. Michael!!  
 

The New Year brings many changes; on that note the preschool and kindergarten students of St. Michael School in 
Orland Park began their study of French in January.  For the first part of the year, these young students have studied 
Spanish which culminated in a Christmas song fest in December for the preschoolers.  Now both groups of students 
have started French by learning how to say the Sign of the Cross, bonjour, count 1-10, their new French name, and 
cultural facts about Paris and France.  Madame Mata, World Languages Coordinator for preschool- 6th grade, plans to 
teach about the French artists, French food, and music.  What a wonderful way to learn about God's world! 

   During Catholic Schools Week which begins on Sunday, January 31, the  "little people of Paris" will have their 

pictures displayed in their classrooms wearing a beret with a French flag that they have colored.  

   Au revoir! 

Catholic Schools Week 
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Teachers Utilize In-Class Technology to Engage Students 
 

Isn’t it crazy? First graders today do not know what a record album is. They’ve never seen a typewriter.  They’ve never even heard 
of a rotary dial phone.  And who actually gets up to change the channel? 
 

The world is changing quickly and in order to keep up with the changes, our approach to integrating hands on technology with our 
students is changing with it. Today's classroom now engages students and encourages each one to become interactively involved in 
their learning.  Last year, due to the overwhelming generosity of one school family, St. Michael School was the very deserving 
recipient of some exciting in-classroom technology – SMART Boards. 
 

The SMART Board is a technology-enabled whiteboard that all of our teachers are 
excited to incorporate into their curriculum. Primary grade students use the SMART 
Board to practice math problems and develop better phonics skills.  Sr. Pat McKee, a 
5th grade Religion teacher who has been on staff at St. Michael for 30 years, has 
incorporated the technology into her classes to further religious teachings and reinforce 
vocabulary lessons. And recently, 8th grade Science classes practiced balancing 
chemical equations using the SMART Board - and loved it!! Teachers have found that 
since using these widescreen interactive whiteboards, students are picking up skills 
more quickly and are eager to have the opportunity to practice using the technology.  In 
fact, research has shown that there is an immediate 17% increase in education once a 
SMART Board is put in a classroom.  Even the teachers have been reenergized through 
the use of this technology.  The teacher supported site has thousands of lessons and 
templates that the faculty is utilizing in their lessons.  More than ever before, 
presentations are dynamic, interactive and engaging. 
 

And now, St. Michael School is excited to report that due to the overwhelming 

excitement that the SMART Boards have generated throughout the school, the same 

generous family who donated the original 13 has committed to donating 14 more to the 

school.  Thus, by the end of next month, every classroom in the school will have their 

own SMART Board.  St. Michael School is truly blessed to have such generous 

benefactors who can see how important technology is in the lives of our children and 

believe in the value of a Catholic education.  Thank you so very much. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
Preschool  Program Expands for 2010-2011 

 

Saint Michael Preschool is expanding! For the 2010-2011 school year, we will 
have two classrooms both offering a two-day, Tuesday/Thursday, and a three-day, 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday program. Along with this expansion in classes comes 
an expansion in staff. We are proud to welcome Mrs. Amy Nieman, a fun-loving 
and energetic teacher, to accompany us in this endeavor. For more information 
please come and visit the Preschool during Open House this weekend from  
10:00-1:00 or go to www.saintmike.org. 

7th Grade Travels to Washington University for Music Class 
 

Scrap Arts Music, a one-of-a-kind artistic music group, demonstrated their inventive use of recycling to 7th graders at St. Michael 
School. The program included students from Houston, TX, Baton Rouge, New Jersey and Ontario, Canada, through a bridge 

connection using our Interactive Distance Learning Lab. The musicians of Scrap Arts Music 
were able to interact with the students, talking about how they make their unique 
instruments using scrap and offbeat materials. The combination of these items shows off their 
intricate rhythms, raw energy and athletic choreography. Some of the interesting materials the 
musicians used included PVC pipe, overturned aluminum pots and old artillery shells!  
 

The kids were able to hear and see questions being asked from the students at the other 
participating schools. This was a special music session for SMS 7th grade students, as Scrap 
Arts Music will be performing at the Olympics in two weeks!  




