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Junior Great Books

Junior Great Books is a fun extracurricular book club for students who love to read.
The program meets approximately twice a month starting in November and runs
through April. They meet during the lunch/recess period in the classrooms. Students
get to read interesting stories, think about what it means, and then discuss it with other
students their own age. The Junior Great Books® program is a research-based, K-12
reading program that provides a superb framework for teaching reading
comprehension, critical thinking, and writing, all in the context of students sharing
their ideas about great literature.

Junior Great Books is proven to help students develop essential literacy skills-reading

carefully, thinking critically, listening intently, and speaking and writing persuasively. By participating in Shared Inquiry ™
discussions, Great Books students learn to read for meaning and to support their own interpretation of the text.

Most importantly, this program is for everyone! Because the primary goal is to provide additional reading opportunities

7th Grade Field Trip to Ensemble Espafiol

On December 17, St. Michael seventh-grade Spanish classes
attended the holiday dance show at the Ensemble Espafiol of
Northeastern Illinois University. The Ensemble shares the rich
traditions of the dance, music, literature, and culture of Spain in
the classical, folkloric and Flamenco styles, with all
communities, and encourages new artistic creativity within the

for students in a fun, relaxed atmosphere, this program is for readers of all ability levels.

Art Awareness in the classroom

Sr. Pat’s 5" grade students enjoyed an interactive lesson about
artist Jackson Pollack’s painting “The Greyed Rainbow”. This
world famous artist was the commanding figure of the Abstract
Expressionist movement. Pollack preferred to paint while
standing up and throwing the paint on the canvas.

The students imitated

framework of the Ibero-Hispanic experience. The company is |
comprised of forty dancers, singers, and musicians representing \
a mosaic of cultures from around the world.

In the weeks prior to the show, the students studied classical
Spanish guitar and Spanish rhythmic structure with music
teacher Mr. Paul Andler, who also accompanied the group on
the field trip. During Spanish class with Sefiora Kaple, the
students had the chance to see different types of dance
expression around Spain and even learned some fundamental

his painting style by
standing and throwing
glue, then silly string on
their canvas, to create
expression and mood in
their works of art.

The Art Awareness
volunteers visit the
St. Michael classrooms

each month with a

steps for dancing flamenco.

The Ensemble Espafiol showcased a variety of dancing from
Spain including the regionally-based La Jota and Flamenco
which originates from the southern part of Spain called
Andalucia. The students also actively participated in a "gypsy
orchestra" led by the director of the Ensemble Espafiol where
they were able to demonstrate the compds (musical timing) of
flamenco.

reproduction of a
famous artwork. The
volunteer team
collaborates on
engaging activities to
enhance the student’s
knowledge on the world
of art.

If you have info you would like in the Wildcat Corner contact Jenna Hnilo
at sms.sportsupdate @ yahoo.com ey
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